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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
Supreme Court ruled it is OK for the
government to seize the car of an inno-
cent wife, innocent because her hus-
band had sex in the car with a pros-
titute. Watch out Hertz and Avis here.

Mr. Speaker, has the Supreme Court
lost their marbles? This ruling is tan-
tamount to allowing the government
to seize your home, your car, your
boat, your BVD'’s, your rubber duckies,
even if you had been victimized by the
action and you are innocent and did
nothing wrong. Beam me up, Mr.
Speaker.

Whatever happened to government of
the people, by the people, and for the
people? Now the Supreme Court says,
it is government from the people.
Beam me up again here. It is not the
President evidently who smoked dope;
it is the membership of the Supreme
Court who voted for this, and it is ab-
solutely evident they inhaled all the
way through.

Congress, do something. The Su-
preme Court should not set the law in
America. That is the legislative role.

AN ARGUMENT FOR EDUCATION
REFORM

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, | am a
former schoolteacher. | taught the sev-
enth and eighth grades in an inner city
school in Cincinnati. There is perhaps
no greater argument for education re-
form than the school system right here
in Washington, DC. The numbers and
the statistics are shocking.

The District spends 76 percent more
per pupil than any other jurisdiction in
the Nation. Yet its students rank last
in eighth-grade math proficiency, last
in fourth-grade math proficiency, and
last in fourth-grade reading pro-
ficiency.

Washington, DC teachers are among
the best paid teachers in the entire
country, and they have a very favor-
able student-teacher ratio. But even
with these advantages, the District
ranks 49th in on-time graduations. De-
spite these shortcomings, the liberal
special interests continue to block any
meaningful reform of Washington
schools, including school choice.

Let us improve educational opportu-
nities and the lives of the children here
in Washington and across the Nation.
Even more importantly, let us pass the
Back to Basics Education Act, which
takes the power and the money away
from the bureaucrats here in Washing-
ton and gives it back to parents and
teachers and local school boards where
it ought to be.

GOP RECORD ON EDUCATION

(Mr. KLINK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. KLINK. Mr. Speaker, in the 103d
Congress, the Congress that preceded
this, | had the honor of serving on a
committee then known as the Commit-
tee on Education and Labor. We were
known collectively in the 103d Congress
as the education Congress. We had done
school to work transition, goals 2000,
reauthorized the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act.

Now in this Congress, the 104th, the
GOP piecemeal governing strategy is
threatening to wreak havoc on our edu-
cational system and on the local school
districts. The constant uncertainty
about Federal funding has meant noth-
ing short of chaos for school districts
across this Nation who are awaiting
final word on the future funding levels
for elementary and secondary edu-
cation programs.

This uncertainty, coupled with the
likelihood of sharply reduced funding,
has made it difficult for schools to plan
for next year. The result could be fewer
teachers, larger classes, and a decline
in the quality of education, and that is
not what Americans want for their
children.

The GOP record this year so far has
been the largest education cuts in the
history of this Nation. If congressional
Republicans decide to extend their cur-
rent short-term budget for the remain-
der of the year, the result would be the
largest setback in education in the his-
tory of this country. These cuts would
include basic reading, math skills, drug
and safe schools, and vocational edu-
cation. We cannot afford this.
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THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS

(Mrs. SEASTRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SEASTRAND. Mr. Speaker, over
the last year the American people
watched the actions of this body very
closely. And they learned many things.
One thing learned is how very dif-
ferently the two parties think about
the great issues that face them.

They see that Republicans fight for
tax cuts and a smaller government.
They also see that liberal Democrats
fight for more government and higher
taxes.

During the budget negotiations, the
American people saw for themselves
very clearly that liberals, including the
President, will go to bat for govern-
ment programs, but not for the average
taxpayer and worker.

Mr. Speaker, the American people’s
desire for government reform has not
subsided. That is something that is not
going away overnight. Big government
advocates are on the wrong side of his-
tory. America’s future depends on less
government and less taxation. And
that is something that is obvious to all
Americans.
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MOST AMERICANS FAVOR RES-
TORATION OF FUNDS FOR EDU-
CATION

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, the Re-
publican majority is out of step with
the bedrock concerns of the American
public when it comes to education
funding. A recent Gallup poll shows
two-thirds of the Americans rank qual-
ity of education as their top priority
over such issues as crime, health care,
and the deficit. A January Wall Street
poll shows 9 out of 10 Americans favor
increased spending in education. A
January Post poll shows 8 of 10 Ameri-
cans oppose cutting education.

Despite these dramatic and over-
whelming numbers, the current con-
tinuing resolution cuts $1.5 billion na-
tionwide and $64 million in Michigan,
my home State, for title I, vocational
education, drug free schools and other
programs. If we extend the continuing
resolution to year’s end, more than a
million young people will be deprived
of services in the title | program alone.
Our budget process has been turned up-
side-down this year.

Let us get back to common sense.
Our real contract with the American
people demands that we restore fund-
ing to education, protect our children,
and invest in America’s future.

ENDING THE CLINTON CRUNCH

(Mr. METCALF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans are feeling the pinch of the Clin-
ton crunch. Their taxes go up, but their
real wages decline, and not only are
families feeling the pinch, but small
businesses are being ground down by
overtaxation and overregulation. This
is sad because, if you look at the
record, small businesses account for
more than 70 percent of the jobs in
America.

According to a recent survey, nearly
half the small businesses surveyed said
that overregulation had a substantial
adverse effect on profit making. Small
businesses today are faced with a bar-
rage of Federal regulations and a sea of
redtape. Sometimes these rules are
contradictory or they are just too com-
plex to understand.

Mr. Speaker, American small busi-
ness people deserve a break from sense-
less overregulation. Today Congress
should apply the brakes to overregula-
tion and take a huge step toward end-
ing the Clinton crunch.

A WORLD-CLASS EDUCATION FOR
OUR CHILDREN

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)
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